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Arthritis Council Workgroup: Healthcare Provider Counseling About PA and
Referral to AAEBIs Workgroup (Strategy 2) Call Summary

Thursday, August 7, 2025

2:00 p.m. ET

Number of total participants in attendance: 13

States in attendance: IA, MN, MT, NH, UT, VA, VT, WV

Additional attendees: NACDD

Facilitator/Moderator: Dr. Adam Burch, New Hampshire, Lisa Erck, NACDD
Resources:

Flyer — Collaborate with Epic for Arthritis Care

Flyer - HIPPA & Protected Health Information

Flyer - Health Data Interoperability, Breaking Down Barriers

Communications Matrix and Video Instructions — available on Engage or by emailing
arthritis@chronicdisease.org

Workgroup overview

This Arthritis Council workgroup is open to states and national partners who want to
discuss the screening/counseling/referral of individuals with arthritis and the efforts
to increase healthcare providers counseling on physical activity to reduce arthritis
pain, and referrals by those providers to evidence-based interventions. Participants
are encouraged to share successes, challenges, barriers and invited to discuss
opportunities to facilitate success towards strategy 2. The August workgroup call
focused on resource sharing and collaboration.

Reflection

Recently states arthritis programs received their notice of award; national projects
are still awaiting notification for a grant year that is scheduled to begin on
September 30th.

Participants reflected on current and future strategy 2 work.

e Some states are seeing a decrease in services from Medicaid expansion cuts
and a need to be innovative and broad in thinking about healthcare partners.
Others are still waiting to see how the cuts will impact program operations.

e There was a consensus that states will adapt to the current environment,
bring creativity to solutions, work to increase support and hold listening
sessions helping them to move forward.

e Ultimately the work we do collectively is about improving lives so lean into
doing the work that matters.


https://actiononarthritis.chronicdisease.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Collaborate-with-Epic-for-Arthritis-Care-.pdf
https://actiononarthritis.chronicdisease.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/HIPAA_PHI-Infographic.pdf
https://actiononarthritis.chronicdisease.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Health-Data-Interoperability.pdf
mailto:arthritis@chronicdisease.org
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There was agreement that partners will capture testimonials and stories from
patients to help spread the word about the work we do. We will strive to connect a
story to a statistic and a statistic to a story.

Opportunities for collaboration and state sharing

The 2026 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (PFS) was posted for comment in July.
There is also an RFI within the PFS - Prevention and Management of Chronic
Disease, Request for Information (page 156 of 910 or page 32507 of the Federal
Register)

e CMS Fact Sheet on CY 2026 PFS Proposed Rule
e Partnership to Align Social Care is hosting a second webinar on August 18th
1:00-2:30pm ET to discuss the PFS and response to the RFI. Register here
o They will provide additional information and an overview of their sign
on letter for individuals or orgs that are interested.
o Slides from August 6th webinar
e The RFI asks if we should be creating new codes, should we tie those codes
to evidence-based programs, who can bill for these services, and more. RFI
questions start on page 32507.

Next meeting

e September workgroup meeting will be canceled
e Contact hmilby@chronicdisease.org with questions
e Registration for future meetings



https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-07-16/pdf/2025-13271.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-07-16/pdf/2025-13271.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/calendar-year-cy-2026-medicare-physician-fee-schedule-pfs-proposed-rule-cms-1832-p
https://partnership2asc.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6bb18a5d03c832b1050b6af18&id=f2f30d4742&e=77de3539b8
https://www.partnership2asc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/P2ASC-8.6.2025-PFS-Overview-Webinar-1-Slides.pdf
mailto:hmilby@chronicdisease.org
https://chronicdisease.zoom.us/meeting/register/gWKAMiCZTLylH-tOPjz_uQ

